Friendly

Fire

Still going strong in his seventies, the incomparable guitar showman
Buddy Guy shoots the breeze with Julian Piper about his first visit to a
blues-famished England, vintage Strats and the future of the genre

t gets cold in Chicago in lanuary

back in the 19205, Blind Lemon

Ieflerson oyen froge 1o death here
an the sireats, The polar winds sweep
In across Lake Michigan, lunnelling an
joy hlast with windtunnel intensity
etween the high rises and the projects
that ring the shores; certainly anyone
with any sense stays indoors, And for
Bucldy Guy, arguably the city's most
Tamins adopted son, it arare
oppartunity to stay at heme and spend
the whole month gigging at his
downtown club Legends.

Weah, it's cold,” he chuckles, "Bul it
don’t do me no good to camplain, sol
don't bother. 1 was born and raised on
the Tarm and | haven't losl that yel;
can't stop mysel petting up early,
gither. It's been up and down, but that's
Chilcapo: pood faday, Bad tomarrow.

Bluesmen have always tried their
hands at running clubs; at least if you're
thie ownier, you know you' Il alwiys have
a pig, Over the vears, although it's had
1o 1S awalling
forcible relocation - for Buddy Guy, his
Legends nightchub is a tangihle sign of
having made it, and over the years his
annual January homecoming has
biecame somelhing af & Chi town

t5 prablems - and o

imsikution, ‘I've beer doing i e 1as)
cight or 10 years, | guess., | don't want
to wear my selcome ouf, bt as long as
they force me VI keepon dong it”

It was 25 September 1957 when the
man christenod Georpe Guy boarded
the £.1dam from rural Hammond,
Lesuislana, and arrved In Chicago just
hefare midnight, carrying enly his Les
Paul and a cardboard suitcase

containing a lew o lofhes,

“The next thing T know, Clapton and
Hendrix are out there using the same
tricks and selling millions of albums’

‘Fvener forged, and one of the main
reasons enjoy hawing the club Is that
when | first came up to Chicape It was
Ihe heyday of the blues,” he recalls,
‘Mauctely Waters, Howlin' Wolf and all the
others were hene and there wire so
many hlues clubs that | mever had time
o see Lhem all,

"But I've bean here 51 years and all
that has changed; now weve gol only
mayhe four blues clubs in the whole
city. and mine is the largest,” he says.
Its very hard fer biues Cubs (o make
1t: Bostan, Hew York, California... it's

the same everywhere you go, ve bad
Legends for 19 years and when | first
apened up | had peaple came to me
and say that it wasn't a real blues club
becavuse it was too large. But I'm glad it
wils big - all tha small ones have gons
out of business!”

Shortly to tour here - his last shows
wiere in 2006 with Jeff Bock - England
has always figured highly In Buddy
Guy's allections. He first came harein
Fabruary 1965 with ane of the
American Folk Blues Festival package

shows brought over (o Eurape by the @
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